
Energy Efficiency Innovation Competition 

Project Guide 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1) Why should I compete? 

This competition provides a great opportunity for students to demonstrate their knowledge and expertise 

acquired from their area of study. It is great way to get noticed by employers as well as a potential source of 

money. Additionally, it gives an opportunity to UH students to give back to the community by working towards a 

socially responsible project. 

 

2) Is there a participation fee? 

Participating students have the option of earning course credit upon completion of this competition. There is a 

$1000 fee associated to that option. If participants don’t want course credit, there is no participation fee. 

 

3) Do I get to choose my team? 

Teams will be selected by project managers by ensuring all college/major are represented. Team selection will 

take into account grade level, number of advanced courses completed and participant experience. There will be 

4 students per team, each representing the required college/major. 

 

4) How often does the class meet? 

Teams are expected to meet for a minimum of 3 hours/per week. Teams are encouraged to use these meetings 

as means to plan and strategize project progress. Each member is expected to work at least 6 hours/week 

towards the project. 

 

5) Are there deadlines? 

The competition is divided into phases, requiring teams to present deliverables towards the end of that phase. 

These phases are team building and selection (1 week), project development (8 weeks) and project 

consolidation (6 weeks). 

 

6) How much technical detail is expected from project? 

Each team is expected to produce a detailed presentation of the house layout, quantity, design and placement 

of renewable power generation features, a cost-breakdown of the installations, construction and maintenance 

and other innovative features they wish to incorporate into the design. Teams are also expected to provide 

calculations to support their proposal and estimates.  

  

7) What are some central ideas the final project has to highlight? 

Savings from renewable energy sources, cost-breakdown of energy efficiency features, running/monthly 

maintenance costs, initial costs as well as innovative power saving features (if any). 

 

8) Are teams expected to produce construction documents? 

No, teams are only expected to develop and present proposals for a house with supported data, calculations and 

research. All claims and ideas need to be backed with data. 

 

9) How will I be selected? 

Each student has to fill out two forms; first one will contain details about their major, year of study, amount of 

classes enrolled etc. Second form will be a questionnaire about their interest, reasons for participation and work 

experience. 

  



10) What are minimum requirements for participation? 

Student should be enrolled in one of these four colleges at least half-time: College of Architecture and Design, 

College of Engineering, School of Business and College of Technology. 

 

11) Can I still participate if my major is not listed in the criteria? 

Preference will be given to students enrolled in the aforementioned colleges however exceptions can be made if 

work experience and relevant coursework indicates applicant can provide value to team. 

 

12) Can graduate students participate? 

Yes, as long as they’re associated to the aforementioned colleges. 

 

13) How will workload be distribute among team members? 

Each team member will be provided with schedule guidelines and template that will list their main 

responsibilities and expectations. Each team member will be assigned a title within their respective team which 

will reflect their role.  

 

14) Will teams have a dedicated space/classroom to meet in? 

Space will be provided for teams to meet. 

 

15) Are teams expected to purchase any resources/software for the project? 

No purchases (software or material) are required for the project. Teams are encouraged to use the free 

resources available to UH students. 

 

16) Will teams have leads? How will they be selected? 

Each team will have a Lead who will be responsible for fairly distributing the workload, enforcing deadlines and 

consolidating the final project. Each student will be responsible for researching their part related to their field of 

study/major and Lead will be responsible for compiling the individual parts and finalizing the project. Leads will 

be expected to spend an additional two hours/week towards the project. Students who express interest in being 

Lead will be evaluated and selected project managers. 

 

17) Who do teams contact for questions about project? 

Teams’ first point of contact will be project managers. Project managers will be expected to liaise between the 

faculty advisors and student teams. If project managers aren’t able to adequately respond to teams’ questions, 

they will direct those queries to faculty advisors. 

 

18) What is the extent of training teams will be provided? 

Teams will be provided training for team management, scheduling, workload distribution, work flow among 

team members, content creation, presentation skills as well as technical expertise. Training will include speaking 

sessions with experts as well as opportunities to discuss project with experts individually.  

 

19) What format is the final project expected to be in? 

Final project will consist of two-parts: a PDF documenting all the details, calculations, supporting data and 

results; and a 10 minute PowerPoint presentation highlighting their conclusions. Both are expected to be 

submitted to Project Managers by the deadlines. 

 

20) Are teams expected to produce visuals/graphics of design? 

Usage of graphics and visuals are highly encouraged but not required. Teams should be able to present their 

content with clarity and detail. 

 


